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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday July 18, 2007  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday July 18, 2007, at the Municipal Building 
Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:  Chairwoman Nancy Abramson  

    Anne Houck 
    Kevin Kelly 

    Frank Tortorello 

    Bruce Hartleben 
     

Members Absent:  None  

 
Staff Present:  None 

      
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 

 

Chairwoman Abramson: Architectural Review Board of Mt. Kisco now comes to order 
7:30 Pm April 18, 2007 
 

Returning Cases: 
 

1. Eduardo’s – Case #07-20 

77 S. Moger Ave 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

Richard Alexander, representing the applicant 
 

Richard Alexander: I am here representing Eduardo’s. Tonight we would like to take a 
look at the roof top screening and signage for the front. I have one addition to what you 
have regarding the roof top screening. This would be a third option. I have photo as of 
today. 
 
Nancy Placona: These photos here are before any signage or work was done to the 
building. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Let’s start with the signage. 
 
Richard Alexander: This is what last month’s looked like if you would like me to refresh 
your memory. This is the distance top of the awning however the sign will be above the 
parfait and it looks like it will. It is a 2 foot distance. There was a concern that the 
façade was angled like the rest of the building but it is not. This is shown here. (Viewing 
of the plans) It would be vertical. I just want to show you that this is a vertical surface.  
 
Anne Houck: In contrast to this side where there is pitch? 
 
Richard Alexander: Yes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So it is going in this space and that is 2 feet up there?   
 
Richard Alexander: Given the proportion there it is going to protrude a little bit above 
the parfait. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: This is instead of where you have the awning. 
 
Richard Alexander: Or both? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: No. One or the other. 
 
Richard Alexander: How about this? (Showing of another option) 
 
Kevin Kelly: Can you describe this sign for us? 
 
Richard Alexander: It is 12 feet and 2 feet high and the colors are indicated here. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The background is this crème color? 
 
Richard Alexander: Yes. 
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Kevin Kelly: You still have the black outline, and the lettering will be white? 
 
Richard Alexander: That will be the background color on the rectangular portion with a 
black outline.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This is a non illuminated sign? 
 
Richard Alexander: Right. Basically that is it and the colors are what you see there. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I have a couple of comments. It is my opinion and I am not 
saying I would not vote for the sign. This to me looks a lot nicer being on the awning. 
You would get a lot more space. When I look at this picture there is just more to work 
with.  
 
Richard Alexander: This only has a 6 inch valance on the awning. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Isn’t here another sign in here? 
 
Richard Alexander: I was there today and did not see. 
 
Kevin Kelly: In comparison to the sign around the corner.  
 
Richard Alexander: The other one is 16 feet and this is 12 feet. 
 
Kevin Kelly: That is a different color.  
 
Richard Alexander: A few months ago we asked for a color change and we are going to 
match that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This is 2 feet and the space is 2 feet. You are going to cover all 
that space? 
 
Richard Alexander: Just at the oval. You will have a negative space above and below the 
rectangular space. The oval will be most of the space.  The oval at its widest point is 2 
feet.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It looks like it is going above the roof line.  
 
Richard Alexander: It is showing that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: This sign is more than 2 feet if it is going above. 
 
Richard Alexander: In my machine the width of the pen used to draw could cause this to 
be a little wider and could explain why it goes above the parfait.  
 
Kevin Kelly: If the parfait itself is 2 feet above the awning. The overall sign is 2 feet and 
you are going to bring it down tight to the awning? 
 
Richard Alexander: Yes. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Technically it should be even with the top. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It cannot be above the roof line. 
 
Richard Alexander: I could reduce the size of the oval or proportion it correctly. Like I 
said the machine, it is almost 1/16th of an inch. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Since you have 2 signs I would make them both the same size. (In 

audible air conditioner running) 
 

Kevin Kelly: You are concerned that this sign length is in proportion in size. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think it needs to be. I think they both tend to make the building 
look ok. This is a nice spot in town. The building is difficult for signs. Given the fact that 
you are not entitled to 2 signs. This is not on 2 streets, it is on one street. Even under 
the current code they are entitled to one sign. If you want to stretch that, that is fine. 
You have a lot of exposure, but I would then say that both the signs be the same. I 
think the smaller sign would be appropriate in both locations.  
 
Kevin Kelly: On the existing sign that we approved months ago how big was that sign? 
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Richard Alexander: 16 feet. 
 
Frank Tortorello: That was the understanding that there was to be only one sign. That is 
how we started out here, it was one sign. Anything else was going to be script on the 
canopy. No we are back to the second sign and I am not going to make a big issue over 
it. It should not project above the parfait for sure. I think if there are going to be 2 signs 
there is no need for this one to be 16 feet. 
 
Anne Houck: I think they would look better if they more balanced. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I disagree. I think the scale of the sign that is up there right 
now works well with the building. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The sign in relation to the size of the awning? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Yes. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Are either of these lit? 
 
Richard Alexander: This is what you approved lighting from below. Take into 
consideration the length of the façade on this elevation. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think if it is too small is going to look dwarfed and out of 
proportion. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Why are we back to 2 signs? When we approved this sign we all agreed 
it was one sign. Now we are back to a second sign. 
 
Richard Alexander: If you go back you lead me to believe that I could have a sign on 
this elevation.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I believe you are right. I believe we told you that you could 
have 2 signs because we were not going to let you do the pylon sign. We did agree to 
that. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: What was the owner’s objection to the sign on the awning?  
 
Richard Alexander: He would like to have both, but he would prefer the larger if it is 
going to be an issue of one or the other. I was lead to believe that I could have this 
sign. Last month it was an issue with the awning structure and the top of the parfait and 
the fact that it was vertical or the pitched façade. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Yes we had a long discussion about that. 
 
Richard Alexander: Do you want to talk about the screening?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Let’s stay with this first. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: From what I understand it is one or the other and not above the roof.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Above the roof is a given. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: On the awning or the sign on top but not above the roof line. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Correct. On this façade S. Moger, because we are done on the 
other elevation. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I tend to agree with Frank that they should be both the same size it would 
be a little more uniform. I think that 12 feet would be more than ample. When it 
originally was approved the one side I begged you to think about that. Before we voted I 
wanted it to be on record that you only wanted one sign. Having said that, if you asked 
me to vote now I would prefer the signs to be the same size. I would lean towards the 
12 feet and I like the style of it and the graphics. The colors are fine. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think it would be too small on that façade. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: The two sizes are fine as long as it is the same color and same fonts. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Keep in mind we have in the past turned people down for two signs.  
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Frank Tortorello: What we are establishing is if you come back 9 times eventually you 
will get what you want.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is not true. We told them very specifically they could have 
2 signs. WE made a decision. 
 
Frank Tortorello; I do not think I was in attendance of that meeting. 
 
Anne Houck: It was a meeting that you were not here. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Ok so they now have 2 signs. Now what are the 2 signs going to be? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think the 12 foot sign which is the primary sign. It would be the primary 
since it is the street side. It is totally proportioned to the street elevation. It is as big as 
you want to get.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: He told us that it was not the front. He told us from the start 
that this one was the front.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Just because that door is there. The street elevation would be the front of 
that building. At one point in time that was the front door of this building.  
 
Richard Alexander: This is to scale and this is what you would see from that side of the 
building.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It is already up and it looks good. Why would you want to 
change it? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Because the applicant is coming back and asking us to do something 
different so now they have opened up Pandora’s Box.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Last month they asked for another sign and we did not mention 
to make this one smaller. We told them to come back and give us the plans for the 
second sign.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Actually the applicant came in and asked for the awning. We were 
agreeable to the awning being the graphic. I would personally like to see them the same 
size but I am just one vote. 
 
Frank Tortorello: My first choice would be to have the first sign on the parking lot side 
and then the awning on the front facade. My second choice would be to have them both 
the same size.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: My preference would be to keep the larger sign and to do an 
awning on the front. I don’t mind the smaller sign.  
 
Anne Houck: My first choice would be to have both signs the same size. My second 
choice would be to have the existing sign stay the same size.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: My first choice is to leave the existing. If there are to be 2 signs they 
should be proportioned to each façade.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I agree with Frank 2 signs being of the same size. I am ok with the second 
sign and we lead you to believe would be appropriate. I would prefer them to be both 
the same size.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Is there any chance that he would do anything on the awning? 
Would you vote for an awning and leave this sign the way that it is?  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have 3 votes for a sign and an awning and you have 3 votes for 2 
signs the same size. So it looks like you can pick which one you want and lets not waste 
anymore time. We are wasting a lot of time.  
 
Richard Alexander: I think it is a mistake to change an existing sign when the proportion 
is so out of bounds. It would be a dis-service, not to mention the cost he would incur.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You are planning on re-doing that sign correct? 
 
Richard Alexander: Just repainting it and new type and putting up. Now you are talking 
about new brackets and lighting. It is a large expense. Esthetically I think it is a 
mistake. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: I totally agree. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Now how many signs are you looking for? 
 
Richard Alexander: I am for the existing sign, the one that is proposed on the front but 
smaller. The outline of the sign is as such that I do not seethe relevance of having them 
both be the same size, when this sign is viewed from farther away. The façade is so 
much greater. I would take the awning off the table.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I would vote for what is presented tonight.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Two signs no awning different sizes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is what is being presented tonight but we have to have the 
guarantee that it does not go over the roof line. Would anyone else vote for that? I have 
seen us approve signs too small and also too big. 
 
Anne Houck: I motion that we approve signage for two signs the same size not to 
exceed 12 feet in length and not to extend beyond the roof line.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Second. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think that it will look very dwarfed. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I would like to add a caveat and if the applicant would prefer to elect to go 
back to the awning as an alternative, that we would approve that and they would not 
have to come back.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Didn’t it use to be on the awning? 
 
Kevin Kelly: We had one meeting on the awning and then he came back.  
 
Anne Houck: A motion is on the table. 
 
Frank Tortorello: We need to call a vote. I think you are trying to brow beat the board. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I understand. I am not trying to brow beat the board. I think 
you are trying to brow beat me now please stop it. Do you understand if this is voted on 
right now, that there is still another option for you to come back, with an awning? Unless 
you want to make that decision. 
Richard Alexander: I am uncomfortable with what is going on.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am too. There is a motion. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The motion is for 2 signs the same size, no awning. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I added if the applicant is unhappy with that decision I would be more than 
happy to say he could elect to go to the awning with the guidelines that he was given 
tonight and he would not have to come back, in the interest of moving this process 
along. I would love to see it on an awning to set the record straight. That would be my 
first preference and in the efforts of trying to keep this going. I do not have a problem 
doing the 2 signs.  
 
Richard Alexander: In all fairness to me and I have a lot of time involved in this. This 
would not have been my first choice to do it this way. This is not how I operate coming 
here after the fact. I know you are in a tough spot and I think it is a little out of line to 
all of a sudden come back and tell me this late in the game and a whole month has gone 
by. I was told last month that this sign proportion but more clearly defined would be ok. 
Now we are coming back and presenting the best graphic I can with as much detail as I 
can and now you are driving me back four months ago and change this whole other sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are personalizing and this has nothing to do with you. The fact that 
you chose to take this commission from this client is your responsibility. Personally I 
think you made this building a disaster and this is a totally separate issue and most of it 
was done without approvals. Every step of the way has been after the fact and now you 
come back and want to do something different from what you showed us before and we 
tried to meet you half way, but you have 3 people here that say if you are going to do 
that have 2 signs which you are not entitled to by code. Then at least make them 
consistent. You have 2 people that think different. I understand that. You want people to 
go with the program because of a favor. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: Last month we said to him we did not like the way he placed 
the sign on the roof line and we were not comfortable, we did not understand what the 
roof line was. We told him to come back for the second sign. This is what we told him 
and I understand how he feels. Now we are saying we don’t like the second sign and we 
will only accept the second sign if you change the first sign that we already approved. 
We told him he could have the second sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I believe we clearly told him that he could put it on the awning. That 
was clearly was put forth in several sessions.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It was. WE told him to come back for a second sign. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is going just the way that it is intended to. If I felt it were good I 
would approve it. I don’t feel it is good.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Just a side bar question. Several months ago we approved a sign up at the 
old bowling alleys for a medical group. Were they the same size? 
 
Nancy Placona: No, they were not the same size. 
 
Kevin Kelly: They were identical but not he same size. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: All those in favor. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Frank Tortorello: Nay 
Chairwoman Abramson: Nay 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Your option on this is either makes the sign the same size or 
keeps that one the same and come back to us for the other option. 
 
Richard Alexander: A,B,or C is the perspective that you asked for last month. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This screening is how many sides? 
 
Richard Alexander: 2 sides.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Can you see it from the parking lot side? 
 
Richard Alexander: You can see if from the south side elevation. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The color is?  
 
Richard Alexander: It is Benjamin Moore # hc158. This will match the gray in the rood 
shingles.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I seriously suggest since it is not silhouetted against the sky. You have 
a whit building in the background, I would leave it alone. I think it is less obtrusive.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I believe that would be a violation of the code. We had this conversation 
with the medical building. It was in the code that you had to screen. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think I would like the most natural looking. These are huge 
and I don’t think you need the detail at the top and draw attention to it. I think you 
should be looking at the building and not the screening.  
 
Richard Alexander: I think lattice is the best bet. Asphalt looks like a dog house. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think I would go with the solid wood without the finials. I would make 
it a light gray.    
 
Kevin Kelly: The building next door is white. Can you make it white so when you look up 
it will blend in? 
 
Richard Alexander: I believe the angle that you are concerned with is Main Street or the 
main road so that the background would be blue sky. 
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Frank Tortorello: I would make it as natural as possible. If it were to be dark it would 
really stand out. Take the finials off. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think the conscious at the moment would look like it would be the solid 
one with no finials and no color.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I like the natural when it changes color on its own. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You can use a bleaching agent and it will get that Cape Cod silver natural 
color.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Does someone want to make a motion and this is only for the 
screening. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I motion for the solid screen with the removal of the 2 finials and to have a 
bleaching stain in the gray family applied to the screen. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
Board All Ayes on the motion. 
 
Richard Alexander: I have to say that I am not pleased with the way that things went. I 
am particularly not happy with you (Frank Tortorello) I think it was unprofessional of 
you to cut me off while I was talking and I don’t appreciate it. I don’t care if I have to 
come back every month. If I leave here without saying I am going to mad at myself. So 
guess what I have no idea how you are on this board. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Let’s move forward. Now he can put 2 signs if they are both 
matching the proposed sign tonight which is 2 feet, or keep the sign he has and go back 
to the previous application and make the second sign as a sign awning.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Which is what he asked for? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am not going to get into that. I was here at the last meeting 
and we told him to come back for a second sign. 
 

2. People’s United Bank – Case #07-15 

14 South Moger Avenue 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

David Stein, representing the applicant 
 

David Stein: We are back to amend our previous application. People’s Bank in their 
efforts to expand and future acquisitions they changed their name from People’s Bank to 
People’s United Bank. Essentially all we are here for this evening is to request the 
change from People’s Bank to People’s United Bank, logo. The red ellipse is what was 
introduced to that. Our proposal for the S. Moger St and Kirby Plaza are identical as to 
what was previously presented. Our square footage is well under the allowed footage. 
Our colors are the only difference is the addition of the red. The blue is the same. The 
letters on the signage are actually smaller, we were at 12 and now we are at 9 inches in 
height. The overall height of the ellipse is 2’2” or so. We are only back here for that 
overall change. We have already started the construction. We plan to be open for 
business sometime in September. The change actually happened following out last 
meeting.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The overall length of this sign now? 
 
David Stein: 10’ 6”.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This is national branding sign now?  
 
David Stein: Yes.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: They changed their logo entirely. 
 
David Stein: Yes. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: I like this new look better. They are still individual letters. How 
does the red go on? 
 
David Stein: They are individual pieces. They are essentially cut out. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: There is nothing lit? 
 
David Stein: That is correct.  
 
Anne Hock: I move that we accept the change in signage as presented. Front and back. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Second.  
 
Anne Houck: On the Motion Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Second, Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Frank Tortorello: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

3. Log Cabin Jewelers/ Richard D’Errico – Case#07-35 
159 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Rick Daly, representing the applicant 

Sal D’Errico and Richard D’Errico, applicant 

 
Rich D’Errico: We have spent many hours taking photographs in the village. We have 
spent quite a bit of time changing up the façade. We switched to the flat front instead of 
the circular rounded front. If you notice on the photograph our original building is a 
whole building and now we just had to develop a store front. WE added more glass, 
varied the logs and added stone at the base. It tied in with the church across the street.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What had been an issue for us was that it was very nice but it 
was a stand alone store.  
 
Rick Daly: I think that we urbanized the look.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is a good word.  
 
Rich D’Errico: We have brought the inside out. 
 
Rick Daly: We did try to tie some of the village flavor into the store front. We went for 
the square logs and eliminated the projecting logs. We would like to discuss with you on 
how to color it. We did include a photograph gray building that would be one approach. 
There is also two different types of cedar. There is white cedar and will probably be 
easier for you guys. Then there is the red cedar. That is what we have in Scarsdale 
store. It is brighter. What we would prefer is the white cedar and let it age naturally. 
The other option it could be painted. We would be willing to have the gray and let it age 
naturally. We tried to listen to all your concerns. The stone base and certainly there will 
be some maintenance issues with this building. WE have a tremendous investment in 
this building. No matter what happens we will address and fix it. The stone base will help 
reflect easier maintenance. We are hoping that we can get an approval tonight.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Do we have sense of what that stone is suppose to look like? 
 
Rick Daly: The idea is to take the color and size the pieces from the church across the 
street and use those colors. The outside we wanted to be rough in hue. In the vestibule 
much crisper and then once inside you would go from slightly finish to an extreme finish. 
 
Kevin Kelly: Tell me about the store front material. The door, frame? 
 
Rick Daly: All cedar.  
 
Kevin Kelly: We have a concern about the maintenance issue on a natural finish like 
that, turning black over a period of time. 
 
Rick Daly: The photos you have are of our Scarsdale store, I don’t think that is a 
problem.  
 
Kevin Kelly: That was sealed. What are you going to do to the white cedar? 
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Rich D’Errico: What do you think? Should we let it age naturally? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think that it will turn black on you if you don’t seal it. Here it will turn 
black, if you were by the salt water it would age differently. 
 
Rich D’Errico: I prefer the maintained look. 
 
Rick Daly: What I understand you prefer the white as opposed to the red and let it go to 
the gray.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think if you want the gray you will need to put bleach on it. If not it 
will mildew under the finish. I even had two chairs I put out in the Adirondacks and they 
still did not stay natural. If you want it gray you need to make it gray. You can put a 
bleaching stain with gray in it. 
 
Sal D’Errico: At our Scarsdale store we have to power wash it down every three years 
and reseal it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: White cedar looks a lot like pine.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I think the red cedar will jump out too much in town. I would prefer the 
white.  
 
Anne Houck: Typically we see materials that are handed to us. What about the roofing? 
 
Rick Daly: You are not going to seethe roofing. It is a typical roof. 
 
Anne Houck: This is a pitched roof. And the stone? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Are we talking a real stone not a synthetic cultured stone? 
 
Rick Daly: Yes.  
 
Anne Houck: We still need to discuss the signage. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Are you changing the name? 
 
Rick Daly: No that would be a separate application down the road. Right now it is 
D’Errico. It is individual channel letters. This is the style. 9’ft 3’” in overall length and, 
2’ft 3”in in overall height. The word jewelry is 7”, the main letters of D’Errico is 11 
inches. The two tall letters of D’Errico are 22” 

 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is too big. 
 
Rick Daly: The log is in tacked by itself. If there is a regulation we will reduce it. This is a 
high resolution. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: These letters are 12 inches. 
 
Rick Daly: We thought it was a better look.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The band wood for a lack of a better word, just over the opening, how big is 
that? That is pretty wide. 
 
Rick Daly: This will be assembled by a guy that specializes in log cabins. 
 
Anne Houck: The question was how wide is that board? 
 
Rick Daly: I believe it is 16 inches. This is also flat log. It would give the feel of log cabin 
and as well as fitting as a good neighbor.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The joints between the boards? I am looking at this detail and it is showing 
mortar joints. 
 
Rick Daly: It is the dovetail joint but if you look at the section of one of those, when the 
dovetail in put in the top of the log has a notch in it. 
 
Frank Tortorello: But it is finished with mortar? 
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Rick Daly: It can be, but they prefer not to put the mortar. If after it is finished and you 
want to come and make comment. (Viewing of plans) This is how they look before they 
are stacked. The dovetail is actually dropped down. It’s function is to keep water from 
getting into the joint. 
 
Kevin Kelly: It is just butt jointed? 
 
Rick Daly: Yes. These are in various widths. The dovetails drop down so it looks like it is 
centered on the wood. Sometimes the companies cement them in.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Let’s get back to the sign. In the middle of town that seems a 
little big 22 inches.  
 
Rick Daly: The 22 inches above the “e” between the “d”. The “e” has a drop stroke. I 
think that we can be very flexible if you require it. This is individual channel letters black 
metal sides internally illuminated white. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This will light up white. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I agree we need to scale this down. 
 
Rich D’Errico: It is actually is smaller. It is about half the width of the building. 
 
Anne Houck: It needs to be scaled down. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The lower case script is brought down to about 11 and proportioned 
the rest. 
 
Rick Daly: If we did a 10% reduction it might work 
 
Kevin Kelly: Jewelry is 7 inches. If it were 6 Frank do you think that would be too big?  
 
Frank Tortorello: We normally look at a building that has a sign band.  
 
Kevin Kelly: How big do you think the letters next door are? 
 
Frank Tortorello: The letters are smaller but you don’t read the letters, you read the 
whole band. I think a lot of the small letters as I recall on Lexington Ave I believe they 
are 8 inches.  
 
Rick Daly: If you look at this the way this is pulled in from Photoshop and cut in it is 
actual. You can see the comparison. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: One thing that  you lose here that the proportions look good. But now 
adding the depth to it even thought it is the same size…(in audible) 

 
Rich D’Errico: My only recollection is that they only allowed us to do half    the width of 
the building and it was only 2 feet high. This whole side is not 24 inches high.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Do you remember the regulations of this? 
 
Rick Daly: It is a 48 inch door. I think the width is 48 inches.  
 
In audible too many people speaking 
 

Kevin Kelly: We are side baring here because there is a new regulation and has not been 
adopted as of yet. Everybody in this district and we are trying to remember where that 
side signage size was, and to eliminate you coming back again and to re-do your sign 
again in 2-3 years.  In my memory I recall 18 inches maximum. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It is definitely not more than 20 inches. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It looks like the existing building size is probably 26 inches. So this 
looks like 25%.  
Rick Daly: If we agree to reduce the sign by 12% then they would get approval. If they 
mock it up and they feel it became too small then we would come back for the sign only. 
Only because if they are going to start and work very quickly and these type of signs 
you have to drill a lot of holes and it is messy inside and to do that after the fact. Can 
we do something like that?  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Are we dealing with 18 inches?  
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Anne Houck: That would be around 12%. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am ok with 18 inches.  
 
Rick Daly: So we are saying that the 20 inch would now become 18 inches and the rest 
of the sign would be proportionately smaller. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The maximum letter is 18 inches. A motion? 
 
Kevin Kelly: I would like to recap. The exterior color of this will be white cedar sealed 
clear, not a preserve and you want it natural all the time. The stone will be gray tone 
field stone to match what is on the church across the street.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Mention the change to the drainage.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I appreciate you coming back and making the radical changes that you did. 
I personally would prefer the gray tone. I think it would be more uniform with the 
community. I think the natural will be a maintenance nightmare to you in the long run. 
That is my only comment. 
 
Rick Daly: They will have a large investment in this and if it doesn’t work you will not 
have to go back and ask them to clean it. If it does not look fresh and proper I will be up 
here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it is more than looking fresh.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I would prefer to make a motion based on the gray tone if the applicant is 
agreeable to that.  
 
Rich D’Errico: Yes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So now the external color is light gray tone. 
 
Kevin Kelly: That would be the motion.  
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Kevin Kelly: On the motion – Aye 
Anne Houck: Second – Aye 
Frank Tortorello: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 
New Cases: 

 
1. Woof & Wash – Case#07-43 

251 Main Street 

Mount Kisco< New York 10549 
 

John Oliva, representing the applicant 

James Vasiloff, applicant 
 

John Oliva: This sign is replacing Century 21. It is a stencil cut metal similar to the rest 
of the signage on the building. My company has done all the signs on this complex. The 
standard height and font is shown on the drawing, 8 inches. There are two directory 
panels that each tenant has. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What is this store? 
 
James Vasiloff: It is an interactive self pet grooming and washing. It is a do it yourself. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I know that there is something in there that does not match in 
the directory. Did you do that one?  
 
John Oliva: No and they need to be punished. This material is very hard to get and what 
they did was they painted it to a similar color and glued the letters on the face. There is 
no illumination.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I believe they came in and said they could not get that color. 
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John Oliva: I had to buy quite a bit of this up front. The only odd thing with this is the 
little trademark and that had to be resolved.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Motion to approve as presented. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes as presented. 
 
Kevin Kelly: On the motion – Aye 
Frank Tortorello: Second – Aye 
Bruce Hartelben: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

2. Somers Orthopaedic Surgery – Case #07-42 
657 E. Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

John Oliva, representing the applicant 

 
Anne Houck: Do we know what happen to the previous tenant? 

 

John Oliva: No. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We just did this application not to long ago. 
 
John Oliva: This is a sample photograph that shows the colors better. 
 
Kevin Kelly: This is not gold leaf lettering? 
 
John Oliva: No. There is no lighting and it is carved out of wood. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I motion to approve as presented. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Motion to approve – Aye 
Anne Houck: Second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

3. KA Computers – Case #07-44 
115 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Adam Levine and Sanjeev Wami, applicants 

 

Adam Levine: We have been at this location for 10 years. The awning needs to be 
cleaned. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Can you get some of this stuff off your window? 
 
Adam Levine: There are displays behind that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: All the text, phone number, IBM. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The neon? 
 
Adam Levine: We were told that neon’s were allowed. 
 
Anne Houck: They will be going out as soon as we can get them out. 
 
Adam Levine: Why? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: They are very cheap looking.  
 
Adam Levin: I though it looked great at night.  
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Chairwoman Abramson: We are looking for a little more elegance. 
 
Adam Levine: We have serviced the Town Hall for awhile as well as the school district. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So we are going to replace the awning. 
 
Adam Levine: No, we are gong to clean the awning. The landlord owns the awning. They 
have a chemical to clean it and then put the signage on it. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Where is your sign? 
 
Adam Levine: The sign was there and the code officer came in. 
 
Nancy Placona: The sign was a banner attached to the awning, which is not permitted. 
They were told that it had to be removed. 
 
Frank Tortorello: How is this sign going to be put on? 
 
Adam Levine: It will be painted on. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What are the dimensions of the existing? 
 
Anne Houck: The text is 7 ½ inches tall by 12 inches long. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: The size of the awning? 
 
Anne Houck: 10 feet. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The valance service is 18 inches 
 
Frank Tortorello: this is 12 inches? 
 
Adam Levine: Yes. This was supposed to be a puzzle piece, but if you turn it around it 
looks like a person. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Does the “k” have a full round knob on it?  
 
Adam Levine: Yes. It is completely round. The copy cut it off. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I know you have the awning already there, but the colors just 
don’t work together. 
 
Adam Levine: The red? 
 
Anne Houck: Would you consider changing the colors? 
 
Adam Levine: We have had the logo and business cards for so long and everyone knows 
us by those colors. The awning we could change. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this really a red or a rusty color? 
 
Adam Levine: It is more of a red. It can be any tone of red and we can go through the 
chart and you can pick a different tone of red. As long as we  can stay in the red family. 
 
Kevin Kelly: On the assumption that you get an approval tonight on the awning. Is the 
sign in the window coming down? 
 
Adam Levine: We have always had that.  
 
Kevin Kelly: It is a repeat of the same thing.  
 
Nancy Placona: Is it affixed to the inside of the window?  
 
Adam Levine: Part of it is. The rest of it is neon. 
 
Kevin Kelly: It is going to repeat everything that you have here short of the phone 
number. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: That is what I said at the start. Some of that has to come out of 
the window. 
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Nancy Placona: If it is affixed to the window you can request that it be removed. 
 
Adam Levine: When people are walking by they cannot see the awning. 
 
Anne Houck: You get a lot of pedestrian traffic? 
 
Adam Levine: Yes. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So then why would you need anything on the awning? 
 
Adam Levine: That would be for the traffic. The traffic would not be able  
To see us. 
 
Nancy Placona: The code calls out for one sign. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You cannot have 2 signs and there are rules. 
 
Kevin Kelly: They can put their graphic on their door right? The “KA” 
 
Anne Houck: Neater would be to have it on the door. It would be more visible. You are 
repeating and it looks messy. 
 
Adam Levine: We are cleaning up the whole store. We have put a lot of money in the 
building. We were going to put a computer café in but that did not work out. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: It would be great if you would remove that stuff and downsize it 
and put it on the door. Then put something nice on the awning. 
 
Adam Levine: The main thing is to get the awning done. People have been calling. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So let’s get the stuff from the window and moved to the door.  
 
Adam Levine: We can do it tomorrow. The main thing is we have to keep up the 
business. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Ok 
 
Anne Houck: Which red would you prefer, a brighter red? A cardinal red?  
Viewing of color charts 

 
Frank Tortorello: The black on the blue is not much of a contrast and not very much 
street appeal.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I personally would rather see the awning color change. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I see that the awning needs repair or is it just dirt? 
 
Adam Levine: Dirt. 
 
Too many people speaking 

 
Kevin Kelly: I am looking at Harvey and it being very clean very simple. Use the same 
concept. Make your whole logo white, it would be clean and simple. It might jump out 
better. A simple KA on the door. 
 
Adam Levine: I would have to take a look at it and see what it would look like against 
the blue. I don’t want people to think that we are different people. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I think that it would look better.  
 
Adam Levine: Would we be able to put a larger KA on the door and the original color. 
 
Kevin Kelly: You could not go beyond 25% coverage. 12 inch KA in white on the door. I 
think it would look ok. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If they willingly want to accept the recommendation that is great. You 
could also do it all in white and highlight the changes. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The internal would be white and the outside edge would have color. 
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Frank Tortorello: it would still give them their logo. 
 
Adam Levine: I agree with that and it would be better. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The letters would be white on a blue background except the KA and 
that would be outlined.  
 
Adam Levine: So you could justify the colors. Maybe a solid Black “k” and a red “A” and 
the rest would be white. It is just to try and keep somewhat of what had, because I 
have a large client that called said are you out of business. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I personally think that they will be able to figure out the “KA” if 
the colors are not the same. 
 
Adam Levine: No matter what I need to get something on the awning. 
 
Kevin Kelly: “KA” in color just like they are with white letters, or all white with the pencil 
color. This is what we have on the table right now.  
 
Adam Levine: I don’t know if it is possible that we agree on two things. Whether the 
outline or just solid white. I would also like to agree on the coloring. That is what I am 
leaning towards. I have to write down and print it.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I don’t think anyone else is interested in the red besides Bruce 
on the awning. I am not going to accept that.  
 
Anne Houck: As part of your identity graphically all white really is going to look nice. 
 
Adam Levine: I agree and I hope you understand but this is how we feed our family. 
Unfortunately it hurts when people call and think that we are out of business.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I think that people will know you are still in business, when 
your logo is up there. 
 
Adam Levine: I put a temporary banner up there and we got fined. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: One option is the “KA” outlined in black and red and the rest of 
the letters are white or all white.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Keep their logo color, with the “KA and the rest white.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: I thought the “K” and “Computer” and “INC” are white and the “A” red. 
There is no black at all. The “K” would stand out on the blue background. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: With all due respect I do not think that it is very palatable   
 
Adam Levine: Unless we did the black outline on the “K”  
 
Kevin Kelly: You were thinking black outline white body and then red outline white body 
for the 2 letters and the rest white. I think that is classier. You still have a hint of that 
color. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Does anyone else like that?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I could go with the red if he keeps black and everything else white that 
would be ok. The logo would be solid 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I could be flexible. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So now we are not interested in the outline? 
 
Kevin Kelly: What does the client prefer so we have a sense? 
 
Adam Levine: I have no problem with “Computer” in white and I prefer to keep “KA” the 
same. It would be joined so there would not be any white. It is a complete flow. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: The question is solid letters or outlined letters. 
 
Adam Levine: Solid “KA” white computer and then you will never see us again. 
 
Kevin Kelly: I could live with that. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: I am not. I am not crazy about the red. 
 
Adam Levine: If we have the “KA” on the can we have the phone number? We do not 
have it on the awning. Are we allowed to have the phone number posted? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You are not supposed to have every single piece of information. 
The phone number would be fine, but the hours and what we sell. We are trying to 
discourage. People come and want that they sell flowers, etc. 
 
Adam Levine: That is why we just want the number.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I motion that the applicant will have existing logo in black and red are the 2 
letters “KA” and the balance “Computer Inc” in white. On the door they will have the 
“KA” with the phone number. All other information is to be removed from the windows. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Second. 
 
Kevin Kelly: On the motion Aye  
Frank Tortorello: Second – Aye 
Bruce Hartleben:  Aye. 
Anne Houck: Nay 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

4. Charles Swab – Case#07-46 

37 N. Moger Avenue 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

Manuel Quijano, representing the applicant 

 
Manuel Quijano: This is a complete sign package. There is not much visibility along the 
promenade, so we are proposing a flag sign that would protrude onto from the building.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We allowed this type of sign when there was no visibility from the 
street. I question the size of this one, it is too big.  
 
Manuel Quijano: We can cut it down. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I believe there is a code; you cannot project out onto the street. I 
assume that this is not a publicly owned right of way. 
 
Anne Houck: Has this been run by the building inspector? 
 
Frank Tortorello:  Maybe 18 inches. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We will have to table this for Austin. 
 
Manuel Quijano: Can you approve esthetically and let him talk about the code and then 
we would reduce the sign to code. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Or no sign. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: On this alley you said there were these signs? 
 
Frank Tortorello: Not on this alley but over by Ladles of Love. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I am not comfortable with this. 
 
Manuel Quijano: We have to have some form of visibility. You cannot see this store from 
either end of the street. The only stores that have visibility are the ones at the end and 
they have 2 signs. I am the sign man and I went and looked at it and tried to be tasteful 
and elegant in the design. Look at Starbucks it is huge and they have two signs. This is 
the graphic and the blade would be hung  
 
Too Many People Speaking 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I do not know enough about the blade sign and that is why I 
would refer it to Austin. Do you remember if there was any sign package for this 
building?  
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Frank Tortorello: I do not believe there is a package on this portion of the building. On 
these buildings the signs would go above the doors (indicating Chico’s etc) that is fixed. 
There was nothing on the other building.  
 
Nancy Placona: What is being shown tonight is not was submitted.  
 
Kevin Kelly: What we should focus on is the main sign here and verify the town 
regulations for the blade sign and then put you on the next available agenda for that 
sign. 
 
Manuel Quijano: What if it meets code?  
 
Kevin Kelly: The problem is this was not apart of the original submission and it 
eliminates the 12th hour submission and people wait weeks to get on an agenda and to 
throw an extra part of an application to review its tough. I think that 32 inches is 
exceeding the code.  
 
Manuel Quijano: Again if Austin comes back with the size in the code can we discuss the 
esthetics to save some time. 
 
Kevin Kelly: We are circumventing our regulations of submission of the documentation. 
Unless the board wants to waive that?  
 
Manuel Quijano: This is the package that was submitted to everyone, and I do not know 
why these two pages were not printed. 
 
Nancy Placona: I did not receive this. 
 
Kevin Kelly: To my memory I believe it was 18 
 
Frank Tortorello: Those were 18 and I don’t know if there were regulations. The biggest 
objection would be to setting the precedence for the other tenants and then they all 
come forward. My issue would be the size and shape. I think it should be a rectangular 
sign 2 x 3 and be orientated to the rest of the building. WE would want it to be constant. 
I think the ones in the other alley were 18 x 24. They were pretty much to scale. This is 
a wider space and maybe they could be 24 x 36 and that would be pushing the 
envelope. This would have to be verified.  
 
Manuel Quijano: Could this be a sign package for the building? 
 
Kevin Kelly: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that if you wanted to open this avenue your point is well taken 
and it would have to be consistent.  
 
Kevin Kelly: The landlord would have to sign off on a sign package. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If you wanted to come back we would entertain it. 
 
Manuel Quijano: I am sure that my architects did this all to spec. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Anybody have any comments? 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is all to scale and size. Is this on a track? 
 
Manuel Quijano: Yes and it is painted to match the building. Channel letters on a 
raceway often the channels or the raceway are big because they house neon 
transformers. These are LED lights so the raceway is very small and it allows us mount 
the letters under the raceway. When you take it down not all the brick is defaced. It is 3 
inches in depth. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We have all different lettering on these building. WE went 
through quite an ordeal with Bank of America. 
 
Anne Houck: You concern is that the individual mount letter end up poking holes in the 
building. 
 
Manuel Quijano: About 4 holes per letter.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What did they do at Bank of America. 
 



 18 ARB Minutes 7/18/07 

Manuel Quijano: They have a different exposure over there. Mounting the letters on the 
building is not an issue at all; we are doing this to preserve the architecture of the 
building.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What if you did a canopy and put the sign on that. 
 
Manuel Quijano: The doorway is too low. You loose the beauty of the building. Even if 
you followed the arch the entrance is so low. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I would prefer to not have the raceway.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This raceway however is not like the one that we struggled with for so long 
at the Bank of New York building. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The letters were bigger and they were filling in the whole parfait.  
 
Kevin Kelly: This one they are hiding the letters behind the raceway. It is not the same 
conditions that were there. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It was a sign box with letters on it. Very different conditions and 
application. I am more concerned with the flag sign. I think that when we approved 
them it had very special conditions. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think it is fine the way that it is.  
 
Manuel Quijano: Actually this sign is smaller in square footage than your code requires.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I motion to approve the main sign as presented. 
 
Anne Houck: Second 
 
Frank Tortorello: On the motion – Aye 
Anne Houck: Second, Aye. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Chairwoman Abramson: Nay 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: You will come back with the flag sign if allowed by the Building 
inspector. Once you have spoken with him then bring your submission back. 
 

5. Westchester Residence & Club – Case#07-47 
55 Hubbells Drive 

Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

Patrick Hewes, representing the applicant 

 
Patrick Hewes: There is a marketing office down the street from the proposed site on 
Kisco Ave. We are here tonight to propose a sign that was erected without approval. I 
understand the applicant removed this sign on your lower left and had the same sign 
maker design with the same dimensions 30 square feet 16 x 22 and inserted it. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The sign is already up? 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Yes 
 
Anne Houck: Mr. Michgan has paid his fine and is asking for approval.  
 
Patrick Hewes: We are here for the approval. We rec’d a court appearance ticket and the 
fine was $75.00. This is an existing light box.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I would like to motion to approve as a condition that fines are 
paid. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Second 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: On the motion to approve, Aye 
Frank Tortorello: Second 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
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6. Pour – Case#07-33 

241 Main Street 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

Anthony Colasocco, applicant 
 

Anthony Colasocco: The original bar was upscale martini lounge. The second bar was 
when the problems began. He was thrown out for underage. That was then and this is 
now. I have a piece of the old sign and its colors. I am going with the same size and 
what I want to ask you is how I can get this across. If I went these colors would have a 
maroon bottle pouring a golden wine. How can I get this across? 
 
Kevin Kelly: The sign could be white. 
 
Anthony Colasocco: It I could do this that would be fabulous. It will be on everything. If 
I could convey these colors that would be fine. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Make it look like a picture frame.  
 
Too many people speaking 

 
Frank Tortorello: Actually the white would be nice.  
 
Kevin Kelly: White would be nice. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think the white background would be loud contrast. The sign is very 
tasteful the way that it is now. 
 
Anne Houck: What about crème, it would be softer. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: What if the background is this color (gold, mustard) 
 
Bruce Hartleben: What about a very dark gold letters and dark red bottle. 
 
Kevin Kelly: The crème would be a cool color and contrast.  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Keep in mind the issues with we had with the sign up the street 
with KG & D and the characters on the bottom of the sign. When the two were married 
together. 
 
Kevin Kelly: What colors really is that now? 
 
Anthony Colosacco: the sample is here. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Remember the thought process with Woof and Wash that all the signs 
be uniform and colors. Don’t we need to carry this through here? 
 
Kevin Kelly: That is what I am saying. Make the background that color and keep the 
border that would jump off the page. 
 
Anthony Colosacco: The white would be that pale color. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Then we are still working with the same color. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You should make the whole base of the sign that color. I think you can 
stay with this hue, just make it a lighter shade. 
 
Anne Houck: On the house you have light to darker shades of mustard. If you keep with 
the same idea and keep a darker tone along the edge and then a lighter background. 
That pulls it together the dark red are the door. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You do not want to any darker than this (showing of color chart)  
 
Chairwoman Abramson: I understand what Bruce is saying and keeping it all in the same 
family so it doesn’t look like two different signs. That is my concern.  
 
 
Anne Houck: Use the house colors. With the black and the maroon border and this 
tawny color be the background with the logo black and burgundy and this would pick up 
on the framing work. You are only going with four colors. The black, burgundy and the 2 
shades of gold. One very pale and one deeper so it ties it in with 241 number. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: Are we comfortable with him not coming back with this? 
 
Anne Houck: Given that we have been so descriptive, yes. 
 
Anthony Colosacco: I am ok with that. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: 4 colors, black burgundy and 2 shades of gold. 
While they are working on the drawing and we are on the record, what is happening with 
Chase and the raceway 
 
Nancy Placona: I have pulled the fill and will be working on it with Code Enforcement. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I motion to accept the proposal as it was modified. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board All Aye. 
 
Frank Tortorello: On the motion – Aye 
Anne Houck: Second – Aye 
Kevin Kelly: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairwoman Abramson: Aye 
 

7. Isi Albanese – Case #07-45 

134 Main Street  
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

Isi Albanese, applicant 
Clifford Munz, Architect 

 
Clifford Munz: We have a lot to show you this evening.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Has this been before the planning board? 
 
Clifford Munz: We have been before them for the conceptual. WE are on the next agenda 
and have addressed everything they have asked for. We are looking for ARB approval 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We have to wait for planning board approval? 
 
Frank Tortorello: This would be our conceptual for this project. 
 
Nancy Placona: They will need your approval to get a final resolution from the planning 
board. 
 
Clifford Munz: The location is over by the movie theater. It was a former gas station. We 
are proposing a single story retail building with 2 stores. What the planning board has 
seen is what you are looking at tonight. We are at a point now where we have all the 
elevations, planters, lamps awnings, the whole package. I am willing to answer any of 
your questions, or if you need to walk through any further I will. This is a plan and site 
plan that has met all the requirements. The only thing the planning board is asking me 
to return with is detail on curb, sewer connection, basins, water. Once we get through 
that we will get our resolution. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: These are two retail stores? 
 
Clifford Munz: One building two stores.  
 
Kevin Kelly: At one point you were accessing this from the rear only, correct? Is that still 
the plan? 
 
Clifford Munz: Vehicular will be from the rear at Blackeby, pedestrian from both sides. 
Although the main Street side will be the predominate side. The rear is less but this will 
be a through store. We will have front full glass windows. The entries themselves are 
concrete.  
 
Kevin Kelly: Please walk us through the materials a little bit slower.  
 
Anne Houck: We typically see construction documents. 
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Frank Tortorello: This is concept basically. There a lot of things here that we are unsure 
of and we would typically require construction documents with all the elevations. From 
what we saw I thought it was great and still do. We need to see those plans. 
 
Clifford Munz: I am hoping with the dialogue that we can stick with the material.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We are going to have to see the detail make sure the scale is right. 
Nobody has a problem with the idea, which is what we said last time. You need to put a 
little more meat on the bone 
 
Kevin Kelly: Is this the awning material? I see 2 colors. 
 
Clifford Munz: Yes the color that I submitted to you is tweed so it is a mix. There is an 
elevation where there is a black. The other materials are the planter system. They are 
cast planters. The reasons for the planters is by request of the planning board is to 
expand the sidewalk a little bit more. The parfait that you see will hide the HVAC 
equipment.  
 
Too Manu People speaking 

 

Kevin Kelly: Is there going to be assign package for this building? 
 
Clifford Munz: No. the tenants understand the logic and understand what they have to 
do. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Whoever is there first will set the tone and the other two will 
have to comply. 
 
Clifford Munz: There is an implication on the building as to how signage would work. I 
am not interested in addressing that just yet. As we get further along we can talk about 
that.  
 
Anne Houck: Can you discuss the entranceway a little bit?  
 
Clifford Munz: It is two concrete columns, seamless doors. This is butt glass only in the 
front. (Sowing of the plans) In the back the lintels are there but not quite as 
pronounced. This is the actual color.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You are showing yellow top and bottom. 
 
Clifford Munz: It might end up being bronze but it will be top and bottom. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this an arch? 
 
Clifford Munz: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: All the signs are going to be on this parfait. There are codes for height 
that will have to be followed. I believe this is 12 feet. This might be an issue. You don’t 
want to commit to this without checking the code. 
 
Anne Houck: I do not believe this was changed 
 
Clifford Munz: I have no problem with that. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The tenant may have a problem. It might conflict with visibility. Be 
careful with the tenant you might have a hard sell with them; they might want a log 
cabin front. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is there an issue with parking? 
 
Clifford Munz: We will have our own lot and we will put up signs. Violators will be towed. 
 
Inaudible 
 

Frank Tortorello: Build a little more flexibility into the terms of tenants you are going to 
have and stay within your design parameters.  
 
Clifford Munz: Just remember the awnings do nothing but act as awnings. They do 
nothing but designate the street number. This will be a mounted sign only non- 
illuminated and each tenant will have to conform to the package. 
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Chairwoman Abramson: WE just get a little afraid that everyone wants to express their 
own signs and logos. 
 
Clifford Munz: This alley we took back and will dress it up with landscaping and lighting 
and will be a promenade. By taking over the front we are giving back the village 4 
metered parking spaces. I think the planning board will be happy that we are cleaning 
up the site. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: So what would be our next step? 
 
Kevin Kelly: You would need to come back to our next meeting on September 18, 2007. 
You need to bring this to the next level for exterior with material. You need to check 
with the signage now rather than later. 
 
Clifford Munz: What the planning board is looking for is your input and response. Is 
there a recommendation that I can bring back to them 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that the planning board will get a favorable review of the 
project. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: We cannot go any further until we review the material for the 
project. 
 
Anne Houck: We cannot give you a formal go ahead without the drawings and details.  
 
Kevin Kelly: You are doing an excellent job and you are on the cusp of making this 
happen. It will help sell you product with all the materials. 
 
Clifford Munz: These are the photometric.  
 
Anne Houck: How many of these are on each façade? 
 
Clifford Munz: This is between buildings. This corner by the movie theater there are 
already street lights. The planning board was concerned about the skate boarders, so we 
proposed a pedestal to break it up. 
 
Kevin Kelly: you have thought it out now verify your codes, your height. I would bring 
your samples back and your color pallet and we will go from there. 
Isi Albanese: Should we get an approval from planning can we go to construction.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that you would be at risk. I think that if this is developed from 
what we saw tonight it is a no brainier. We need to see accurate detailed drawings, scale 
etc. 
 
Clifford Munz: I appreciate what you are saying. We just want to be in a better position 
with the planning board. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This can be a fabulous building. 
 
Chairwoman Abramson: Adjourned meeting at 11:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


